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David Williamson
I am proud to be associated with the Bouddi Foundation 
for the Arts. Every year for six years it has raised 
substantial amounts of money in order to give 
encouragement to young artists from a wide range of art 
forms. I can remember only too well when I was a 
young artist how vital such encouragement was in letting 
me know that someone had faith in my talent. I can 
attest that such  recognition is worth even more than the 
money in inspiring one to continue on that often lonely 

road towards artistic accomplishment and fulfillment. I do hope this splendid 
initiative keeps inspiring young artists to continue their journey. 

Nigel Westlake
Nurturing our next generation of creators is crucial if we 
are to maintain a healthy artistic ecosystem and shape 
our cultural identity and self awareness through the arts. 

By working with leading practitioners to identify 
emerging talent, the Bouddi Foundation plays a crucial 
role in providing recognition and practical assistance for 
young artists, thereby empowering Australia's next 
generation of film makers, composers, song writers, 

instrumentalists and visual artists with the confidence to follow their hearts and 
pursue their dreams.

*

Some of our Bouddi Foundation for the Arts 
grant recipients

Harry Stranger
Photographer
Since receiving his Bouddi Foundation for the Arts grant in 
2014, Harry has gone on to open his own photographic 
studio, specialising in portraiture.

“The support of the Foundation was a huge 
confidence booster - confidence that proved 

justified when a work partner collaborated to stage a highly 
successful exhibition.”

“This sensitive subject and 
photograph is from the 2015 Bai 
Dinh Pagoda Festival in Ninh 

Binh, Vietnam.

Monks and onlookers held prayers 
for the spirits of those who have 
passed from this world, before 

releasing the prayers via the lotus 
candles onto the temple’s ponds."

Ashleigh Mounser
Writer
Ashleigh won the Sydney Morning Herald's Young Writer 
of the Year while completing her HSC at Kincumber High 
School. The next year she received a grant from the 
Bouddi Foundation while studying creative writing at 
Wollongong University.

The grant allowed her to continue her studies in the US 
where she completed a course in scriptwriting at the 

University of Miami. A second grant in 2017 from the Foundation is enabling her to 
undertake a graduate certificate of screenwriting at the Australian School of Film 
and Television.

“ The grant allows me to be located close to AFTRS so that I can 
be involved and take advantage of every opportunity offered. I 

also used part of the grant to finance a road trip to see the ailing 
Great Barrier Reef for the first time, a trip that is now the 

inspiration for my thesis film.”

Major Annual Awards
ORiGiN Music Group Graeme Anderson APRA/AMCOS

John Bell Encouragement Award

Leading Role $20,000 +
John Singleton

Front Row $10,000 +
Lady Potter Village Roadshow Philip Walker
Justin Gardiner Hutchinson Endowment

Dress Circle $5,000 +
Alan Jones Bill Hayward

Friends of Bouddi $1 ,000 +
John Kaldor Gary & Pam James Lee Casey
David Craig Anonymous Gil Thew
Peter Godwin Robert Albert

We are most grateful to our generous supporters



John Bell, AO OBE Chairman Bouddi Foundation for the Arts

This year we embark on our sixth year of providing grants, mentorship and 
encouragement to young artists on the Central Coast. Over forty young people 
have received grants of close to $100,000 plus valuable contacts and assistance 
since the Foundation’s inception in 2012.

Last year alone thirteen aspiring painters, film-makers, musicians (instrumental 
and vocal, classic to jazz), dancers, song-writers and ceramicists received 
$24,000 in grants.

Each year we receive around thirty applications for assistance from applicants 
who meet Foundation qualifications – aged 15-25 years, live on the Central Coast 
and demonstrate not only talent but a strong desire to make a career in the Arts.

We are grateful all our current supporters and sponsors, especially ORiGiN 
Theatrical and Graeme Anderson, as well as the Australian Performing Rights 
Association (APRA) who offer mentorship and practical experience as well as 
financial support.

The Bouddi Society provides welcome practical support in presenting our 
Awards Ceremony and other fund raising events.

We are thrilled with the success of a number of our recipients  who are already 
gaining recognition in their chosen fields. A few of their stories are included 
here. But we are not looking for any quick or facile return; maturing as an artist 
is a slow burn (one might say, a lifetime’s work).

We are equally concerned to say to young people “ We believe in you and we 
encourage you to follow your bliss. Whatever the long-term outcome, your life 
will be all the richer for it”.

Giving away money each year to eager and talented young people is a 
delightful occupation; raising the funds to do so is a tougher job.

We encourage you to attend and support our fundraising events 
when they occur, but also to take a look at the Donation Coupon on 
the side and consider helping us in our efforts to keep this 
Foundation alive and well. There’s no end to what we could achieve 
if we had the means to do it…We need and appreciate your 
help…There is a mass of talent right here in our community and a 
great deal of joy to be had in watching it come to fruition. 

 Yours sincerely,
 John Bell, AO OBE
 Chairman 

Make a Tax Deductible Donation to 
The Bouddi Foundation for the Arts
The Bouddi Foundation for the Arts relies on generous corporate and 
personal donations to maintain our program of assisting young Central 
Coast artists.
Name

First

City State

Postcode

Surname
Address

Email

Phone Number

Donation Amount ($AUD)

ONLINE: www.bouddiarts.org.au/donate.html
MAIL: P.O. BOX 4081    WAGSTAFFE    NSW 2257
DIRECT BANK TRANSFER:
Bouddi Foundation for the Arts          
BSB 062 612  Account No. 10209641 Ref: Name

Please contact Phil Donnelley 0243 601 057 for any queries.

Donate Now

*Bouddi: Aboriginal, meaning “the heart”

Some of our Bouddi Foundation for the Arts 
grant recipients

Jordan Richardson
Painter
Jordan has been awarded two Bouddi Foundation for the Arts 
Grants, one in 2012 and one in 2014, supporting his studies
at the National Art School graduating with an honours degree.
He has gone on to win high commendations in two 
internationally recognised art scholarships, and held his first 
solo exhibition in a prestigious Sydney Gallery.
Jordan ‘puts back in’ to the work of the Foundation by helping 
with its talent development program and donating his art for  

  fundraising events.

“The Bouddi Foundation for the Arts has offered continual
support which goes beyond the initial monetary grant.”

Gabrielle Paananen
Puppeteer
Gab received a Bouddi Foundation Grant in 2015, followed 
by the BBM Youth Support Award for Drama 2016. These 
grants enabled her to undertake intensive study and training 
in the UK and Europe where she studied puppetry; animal 
movement and behaviour; anatomy; sculpture; taxidermy and 
skeleton articulation.

“The Foundation has enabled me to explore and 
develop skills as a maker and performer and immerse myself in 

other worlds in ways that would have not have been possible 
without their support”

Miriam Jones
Folk Musician
Miriam is a fiddler and leading exponent of bluegrass and 
folk music in Australia. Her grant enabled her to travel to the 
US where she studied and performed with some of the top 
old-time fiddle players. Today she continues to travel and 
perform with Catgut and Whoa Mule at national festivals 
around Australia, and record.
Miriam was the National Library of Australia's 2015 
National Folk Fellow.

Nadia Martich
Dancer
Nadia graduated from NAISDA dance College and was 
successful in securing a place at the prestigious Western 
Australian Academy of Performing Arts where she is 
pursuing a Bachelor in Dance degree. She is only the third 
NAISDA graduate in forty years to be admitted  to the 
Academy. An Indigenous descendent  of the Gamilaroi and 
Bigumbul peoples of north-western NSW and south-western 
Queensland, she is passionate about using dance and music 

to reinforce and continue this nation’s Indigenous heritage.

“The generous support from The Bouddi Foundation has helped in 
establishing myself as a proud Indigenous dance artist


